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llie owners of such objects have no idea of the scien-
tific value or even the origin of the specimens, which
have been handed down for generations, and consider
them so much "junk." As a result, amazing "finds"
are constantly being made in the shops' of curio and
antique dealers and pawnbrokers. ~No doubt many
of these have most romantic and fascinating histories
if we but knew them.
But none could have a more remarkable and inter-
esting story than the famous Aztec calendar-stone.
This remarkable piece of stone carving is in the
form of an immense disk twelve feet in diameter and
weighing over twenty tons. It was cut from a single
block of black porphyry and was completed between
the years 1487 and 1499 A.D., if the date upon it has
been correctly interpreted. It was originally placed
in the great temple at Mexico City, but was thrown
down by the Spaniards under Cortez and was com-
pletely buried beneath the debris and ruins of the
Aztecs' buildings. In 1560 it was rediscovered, but
the bishop, fearing the influence of its presence upon
the Indians, ordered it reinterred. For more than
two centuries it remained buried and completely for-
gotten and lost to the world until in 1790, when, exca-
vating in the Plaza Mayor, workmen once more
brought the marvelous stone to light. It was then
built into the fa9ade of the Cathedral where it re-
mained until 1885 when it was removed and placed
in the Museo Nacional where it still remains.
Although ordinarily referred to as a calendar, this
elaborately carved stone disk is in reality a calendar,
an Aztec history of the world, a prophecy and a
record of Aztec myths. The sculptured figures,